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“Elvis has left the building.” A record television audience of some 60 million people watched Elvis
Presley on THE ED SULLIVAN SHOW the night of September 9, 1956. With his ground-
breaking television performances and many number-one hits, that year saw the Elvis
phenomenon grow to massive proportions. Girls went into hysterics over him and boys emulated
his style. Adults feared the effect rock and roll, and Elvis in particular, had on their teenagers.
Elvis became the world's biggest pop icon and changed the face of American pop culture. He
became the King of Rock and Roll. Over the years, Elvis' career evolved from rock-and-roll rebel
to movie star to ballad crooner to Las Vegas performer, experiencing several downfalls and
comebacks along the way. Even after his death in 1977, his music, movies, and life continue to
fascinate the public.

From BooklistStarting with signature quotes printed on each front cover, these titles in the
American Rebels series interject words from their famous subjects, and those who knew them,
on nearly every page. Those well-integrated voices humanize the larger-than-life figures and
create fascinating, well-organized portraits, which, true to each individual’s “rebel” label, include
frank (although nonexplicit) mention of substance abuse and sexual relationships. Each title
begins with a turning point for both the figure profiled and the reach of his societal influence.
Elvis Presley’s first chapter describes the King’s 1956 Ed SullivanShow appearance, which was
watched by a screaming audience and 60 million home viewers. Skillfully chosen photos,
chapter notes, and suggested-reading lists complete these well-researched, wholly engaging
introductions to iconoclastic individuals whose continual questioning of authority and
conventional wisdom will hit home with teen readers. Grades 8-11. --Gillian EngbergReviewIn
this unauthorized biography, Micklos recounts the life of a man who only wanted to entertain
people. Elvis Presley was a popular singer who made his television debut on The Ed Sullivan
Show on September 9, 1956. Sixty million people watched this new entertainer shake, rattle, and
roll his hips and legs as he sang songs that captivated the young and old. Presley came from a
poor family. His twin brother Jesse was born dead. His father Vernon worked at many different
jobs. Presley's mother Gladys worked in a garment factory. Presley's mother loved and protected
her only child until the day she died in 1958. Presley was twenty-three-years old and had already
over five record hits and two hit movies when he was inducted into the U.S. Army. After he was
released from his duties, he made more hit albums and movies. In 1967, Presley married a
pretty young woman named Priscilla Beaulieu. A year later they had a daughter, Lisa Marie.
They divorced in 1973. Presley continued to make hit records and movies and also began
performing in popular Las Vegas shows, but he was beginning to have emotional and health
problems. He was abusing prescription drugs and had put on a lot of weight. His career began to



suffer from these problems, but people still wanted to hear Presley sing his rock and roll music
and admire his fancy colorful costumes. His fans loved him. Presley had always led a fast-paced
life-style, but in his late thirties and early forties, it began to catch up to him, especially with his
weight gain and dependence on prescription drugs. On August 16, 1977, Elvis Presley was
found dead of a heart attack in his Graceland mansion. He was only forty-two. In 1982,
Graceland opened to the public. Even though Presley has been dead for over thirty years, he still
has fans that love his music. Each year, over six hundred thousand people visit Graceland. The
author has written a balanced biography of a much loved entertainer. Illustrations are in black
and white and color. Back material includes a chronology, glossary, chapter notes, a book list,
and Internet addresses., Children's Literature
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Hottie Pepper, “Five Stars. good”

The book by Kathleen Krull has a rating of  5 out of 2.8. 2 people have provided feedback.
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